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It might seem, indeed, that the dispersion, separa-
tion, and opposition which thus overtake the ideal forms
as realised in matter imply in matter itself a positive
power of changing and corrupting the forms, which
is inconsistent with the purely negative and passive
nature attributed to it. But Plotinus prefers to think
of these characteristics as arising from the incapacity
of matter to hold the forms in their original unity.
Because matter has no form of its own to hold
it together, it lets the forms imposed on it fall
asunder into local separation and qualitative opposition.
Moreover, this incapacity or negative nature of
matter makes it incapable of being known. Matter
is in itself essential unreality and evil, and it can
only be grasped by the intelligence in the same sense
in which we can say that we see darkness, or as we
dimly recognise an indefinite something as lying
beneath all our determinations.1 Our mind, indeed,
shrinks from such an a-jreipov, and feels a kind, of
horror vacui as it approaches it, as if it were
drawn beyond the borders of being, and forced to
contemplate absolute unreality and untruth. Yet we
cannot escape, Plotinus holds, from the necessity of
admitting its existence as the basis of sensible pheno-
mena, as a mirror is necessary for the existence of
images. And to it we are forced ultimately to attri-
bute all change and decay, all evil and discord both
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